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21st November 2022 
 
Hon Natasha Fyles 
Chief Minister 
Parliament House, State Square, Darwin NT 0800  
Email: chief.minister@nt.gov.au  
 
 
Dear Chief Minister, 
  
We were heartened to hear you speak on radio this morning about the Northern Territory Government’s intention 
to protect the rights of religious schools, Catholic, other Christians Schools and that of other Faiths to be able to 
employ leadership and religious education teachers who are members of the same Faith and for all other staff to 
respect the religious ethos of those schools. Also, this message was further iterated in similar statements by the 
Attorney General Chansey Paech to Bishop Charles and in a letter by Minister Eva Lawler to Phoebe van Bentum. 
  
What we are respectfully asking is that these clarifications be put in writing in the proposed legislation so there will 
be no room for a different interpretation if tested in court or tribunal or equivalent. 
  
As faith leaders representing Catholic and Christian Schools, we have two urgent requests: 
 

1. Retain ‘religious belief and activity’ in s 37A of the Act, consistent with the Exposure Draft of the Bill that 
was circulated as part of the consultation process 
 

2. Include the word ‘religious’ into the list of ‘genuine purposes in the public interest’ in proposed s 20B(b) 
of cl ii. 

  
In a spirit of cooperation and with respect, we ask for this to be considered and acted on. We note that this is 
consistent with the federal Government’s intentions as outlined in the Hon Mark Dreyfus KC’s referral of this issue 
to the Australian Law Reform Commission, where the Terms of Reference reiterated that: “an educational 
institution conducted in accordance with the doctrines, tenets, beliefs or teachings of a particular religion or 
creed can continue to build a community of faith by giving preference, in good faith, to persons of the same 
religion as the educational institution in the selection of its key leadership staff and that all staff support the 
ethos of that school.” 
 
We want to remind you that a big cross section of our community also supports this as it was made evident at the 
joint press conference on Saturday the 19th of November. 

  
Your respectfully, 

 

   
 
+Charles Gauci                                                                                                                    Phoebe van Bentum 
Bishop of Darwin and the Northern Territory                  CEO - NT Christian Schools  
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